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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendments, filed on 01/22/2008, have been entered and made of record. Claims 1-4, 6, 
8-10, and 12-15 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 3 and 4 rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the interpretation of the original cited references. 

The applicant argues that Takeuchi does not disclose setting a camera to a web camera 
mode or setting a zoom lens to a wide angle mode based on the set web camera mode and 
setting the zoom lens to the wide angle mode based on the color temperature and does not 
suggest setting a zoom lens to a wide angle mode and setting a color temperature of the 
image signal to a specified color temperature. The examiner understands the applicant's 
arguments but respectfully disagrees with the applicant's assessment. In response to 
applicant's argument, it is noted that Takeuchi discloses the step of setting the zoom lens to 
the wide-angle mode comprises setting a color temperature of the image signal to a specified 
color temperature (basis of reference control value as preset white balance control value) 
([0089]) and it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Noro, Kindaichi, Yoneyama, and Yoshikawa's combination 
use the preset color temperature as taught by Takeuchi as in claim 3. 
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The applicant also argues that Takeuchi further fails to disclose setting a color 
temperature by calculating a color temperature difference between a preset color temperature 
and a color temperature of the image signal and compensating for the preset color 
temperature for setting a camera lens to a wide angle mode as in claim 4 and does not 
disclose setting a lens to a wide angle mode based on the color temperature as in claims 3 and 
4. The examiner understands the applicant's arguments but respectfully disagrees with the 
applicant's assessment. In response to applicant's argument, it is noted that Takeuchi 
discloses the step of setting the color temperature comprises calculating a color temperature 
difference between the preset color temperature (reference image data d220, Fig 2A) and a 
color temperature of the image signal (adjustment image data d221. Fig 2A) and 
compensating for the preset color temperature (preset white balance control values) 
according to the calculated color temperature difference (calculate control values d2 13(1) to 
d213(N) by executing calculation processing) (see [0089] and Fig 2A) and it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Noro, BCindaichi, Yoneyama, and Yoshikawa's combination use the step of setting the color 
temperature as taught by Takeuchi as in claims 3 and 4. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 5 and 7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 have 
been considered but are moot because claims 5 and 7 have been cancelled by the applicant. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the interpretation of the original cited references. 

The apphcant argues that Hata does not suggest a step of determining whether a portable 
composite device is used in a mass storage mode and transmitting video or audio data from 



Application/Control Number: 10/808,247 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2622 

the portable composite device to the personal computer as in claim 9. The examiner 
understands the apphcant's arguments but respectfiilly disagrees with the applicant's 
assessment. In response to applicant's argument, it is noted that Hata does disclose to 
determine (step S4 of Fig 3) whether the portable composite device (i.e. digital video camera 
1) is used in a mass storage mode (recording image as shown in step S9 of Fig 3) for setting 
the device to a mobile storage device ( [0034]) and it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Noro, Kindaichi, 
Yoneyama, and Yoshikawa's combination use the setting mode as taught by Hata as in claim 
9. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-2, 6, 8, 10, and 12-15 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a 
prior Office action. 

7. Claims 1-2, 6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Noro 
(US 2002/0135677) in view of Kindaichi (US 7,164,438), and fiirther in view of Yoneyama 
(US 5,570,235), and further in view of Yoshikawa (US 2001/0040638). 

Regarding claim 1, Noro discloses a method of setting a web camera mode for a portable 
composite device (camera 16, Fig 5) having an interface connectable (an interface 36, Fig 5) 
with a personal computer (camera management device 12, Fig 5) and a zoom lens (zoom 
fimction [001 1]), the method comprising: 
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Setting the portable composite device in the web camera mode; 

- determining whether the present mode of the portable composite device (camera 
16) is set in a web camera mode and whether the personal computer (camera 
management device 12) is connected to the interface and the device is used as a 
web camera (the operation manager 48 detects the already connected camera) (see 
[0084] and step SI 1 of Fig 9); and 

setting the zoom lens to a wide-angle mode on the basis of a preset value (the 
camera console window 60 has pan button 62 and 64 for instructing the direction 
and a home button 70 for returning to a predetermined position) if the present 
mode is in the web camera mode (see [0072]). 

- wherein the step of setting the zoom lens to the wide-angle mode comprises: 
driving the zoom lens in the wide-angle made by adjusting a focal distance of the 
zoom lens, wherein the step adjusting a focal distance of the zoom lens comprises: 
calculating a distance difference between the zoom lens and an object based on a 
preset distance, and compensating for the focal distance of the zoom 

lens according to the calculated distance difference. 

Noro does not specifically teach the portable composite device setting the zoom lens to a 
wide-angle mode without requiring a user's additional command on the basis of a preset 

value; driving the zoom lens in the wide-angle made by adjusting a focal distance of the 
zoom lens; and calculating a distance difference between the zoom lens and an object based 
on a preset distance. 
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However Kindaichi does disclose the portable composite device setting the zoom lens to 
a wide-angle mode without requiring a user's additional command (automatically) on the 
basis of a preset value, if the present mode is in the web camera mode and the portable 
composite device is connected to the personal computer (when the power switch is turned on, 
the control unit 2 moves the lens of a pickup optical system located at a retracted position, 
forward to a wide-angle position, and starts to supply power from the power source 7 to each 
unit of the electronic pickup camera) (col. 6, lines 1-18, Kindaichi). 

Yoneyama discloses the step of setting the zoom lens to the wide-angle mode comprises 
driving the zoom lens in the wide-angle mode by adjusting a focal distance of the zoom lens 
(col. 5, lines 60-67, Yoneyama). 

Yoshikawa further discloses the step of setting the focal distance to the specified distance 
comprises calculating a distance difference between the zoom lens (zoom lens optical system 
9) and an object based on a preset value (preset value "B"), and compensating for the focal 
distance of the zoom lens according to the calculated distance difference (CPU 6 multiplies 
the preset value calculated in step 401 [0073]; and CPU 6 sets and holds the calculated preset 
value [0074], Yoshikawa). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the control 
unit as taught by Kindaichi into Noro's image sensing control apparatus, as the control unit 2 
is a programmed processing unit capable to determine that the pickup optical system has 
been instructed to zoom in or zoom out (col. 6, lines 34-38 and col. 7, lines 45-56, 
BCindaichi). 
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The suggestion/motivation of Yoneyama's lens setting method would have been to 
optimize the focal distance values, thereby satisfies the relationship in connection with the 
focal length of the entire lens system at wide-angle extremity (col. 5, lines 60-67, 
Yoneyama). 

And it would have been also obvious to a person of the ordinary skill in the art to 
combine Yoshikawa's focal distance calculation in Yoneyama, Kindaichi and Noro's method 
of setting the focal distance to the specified distance. As disclosed in Yoshikawa reference, 
the motivation for the combination would have been when the zoom switch is operated 
toward the telephoto direction during preset drive control operation the preset value can be 
changed to the high- velocity side by an amount proportional to the operation amount, thereby 
when the zoom switch is operated toward the wide-angle direction the preset value can be 
changed to the low- velocity side ([0075], Yoshikawa). 

Regarding claim 2, Noro discloses a method fiirther comprising: providing an image 
signal corresponding to an image acquired by the zoom lens set to the wide-angle mode to 
the personal computer through the interface (the camera 16 is instructed via the camera 
interface 36 to have the target pan and tilt angles and zoom ratio read fi-om the camera 16 via 
the interface 36 and compared with the target values; see [0099] and [0100]). 

Regarding claim 6, Yoneyama discloses the step of setting the zoom lens to the wide- 
angle mode further comprises setting the focal distance of the zoom lens to a specified 
distance (an optimum value) (col. 5, lines 63-67, Yoneyama). 

Regarding claim 8, Noro discloses the method fiirther comprising: releasing a setting of 
the wide-angle mode (window 60 has button for instructing the image sensing directions and 
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zoom ratios, including wide-angle, of specific objects to be sensed by the camera [0072], Fig 
6) if the personal computer is disconnected from the interface (if none of cameras are 
connected, the flow advances to ending the processing) (see [0084] and Fig 9). 
8. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Noro in 
view of Kindaichi, Yoneyama, and Yoshikawa, and fiirther in view of Takeuchi (US 
2003/0112342). 

Regarding claim 3, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above, Takeuchi discloses the 
step of setting the zoom lens to the wide-angle mode comprises setting a color temperature of 
the image signal to a specified color temperature (basis of reference control value as preset 
white balance control value) ([0089], Takeuchi). 

Noro, Kindaichi, Yoneyama, Yoshikawa, and Takeuchi are analogous art because they 
are from the same field of endeavor of setting the zoom lens to the wide-angle mode. At the 
time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of the ordinary skill in the art to 
use Takeuchi 's preset color temperature in Noro, Kindaichi, Yoneyama, and Yoshikawa 's 
combination. The suggestion/motivation would have been to obtain the results of picking up 
an achromatic object by a reference digital camera with light sources having different color 
temperatures, thereby when the reference image data obtained by picking up a light source 
having an arbifrarily set and fixed color temperature by the reference digital camera ([0089], 
Takeuchi). 

Regarding claim 4, Takeuchi discloses the step of setting the color temperature 
comprises: 
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calculating a color temperature difference between the preset color temperature 
(reference image data d220, Fig 2A) and a color temperature of the image signal 
(adjustment image data d221, Fig 2A); and 

- compensating for the preset color temperature (preset white balance control 
values) according to the calculated color temperature difference (calculate control 
values d213(l) to d213(N) by executing calculation processing) (see [0089] and 
Fig 2A, Takeuchi). 

9. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Noro in view of 
Kindaichi, Yoneyama, and Yoshikawa, and further in view of Hata (US 2001/0017653). 

Regarding claim 9, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above, Hata discloses the step the 
determining step comprises: 

- determining (step S4 of Fig 3) whether the portable composite device (i.e. digital 
video camera 1) is used in a mass storage mode (step S9 of Fig 3) for setting the 
device to a mobile storage device ( [0034], Hata); and 

- transmitting video/audio data stored in the portable composite device to the 
personal computer through the interface (i.e. IEEE 1394 interface 20) if the device is used in 
the mass storage mode ( [0031], [0034] and Fig 3, Hata). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use Hata's setting 
mode in Noro, Kindaichi, Yoneyama, and Yoshikawa's method of setting a camera mode for 
a portable composite device. The suggestion/motivation would have been to enable the 
recording and playback section 14 plays back the digital video data recorded in the cassette 
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tape 15 and outputs it to the IP packet assembling and disassembling section 19 under the 
control of the control section 13 ([0034], Hata). 

10. Claims 10 and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hata 
(US 2001/0017653) in view of Kindaichi (US 7,164,438), and further in view of Yoneyama 
(US 5,570,235), and further in view of Yoshikawa (US 2001/0040638). 

Regarding claim 10, Hata discloses a portable composite device comprising: 

an image acquisition unit (an image capturing section 11, Fig 2) for performing a 
photoelectric conversion of an optical image taken through a zoom lens and 
outputting a corresponding electric signal ( [0024] and Fig 2, Hata); 

- an NTSC/PAL decoder (digital video decoder 16, Fig 2) for converting a standard 
television signal into digital data to output the digital data ( [0025] and Fig 2, 
Hata); 

- a storage medium (a storage section 22, Fig 2) for storing the digital data ([0027] 
and Fig 2, Hata); 

an NTSC/PAL encoder (DV encoder 12, Fig 2) for converting an input digital 
data into a standard television signal to output the television signal ( [0032] and 
Fig 2, Hata); 

a control unit (control section 13, Fig 2) for converting the electric signal output 
from the image pickup unit into digital data, compressing and storing in the 
storage medium the converted digital data and the data output from the 
NTSC/PAL decoder, and generating a mode selection signal for selecting either 
the data stored in the storage medium or the digital data corresponding to the 



Application/Control Number: 10/808,247 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2622 

electric signal outputted from the image pickup unit (determined in step S4 that 
the moving image data for which fransmission has been requested is recorded 
moving image data, the process proceeds to step S9. In step S9, the recording and 
playback section 14 plays back the CV data recorded in the DV cassette 14 plays 
back the DV data recorded in the DV cassette tape 1 5 and outputs it to the IP 
packet assembling/disassembling section 19 under the control of the control 
section 13) ([0034] and Fig 3, Hata); and 
- a switching unit (WWW server processing section 2 1 , Fig 2) for switching and 
transmitting either the digital data stored in the storage medium or the digital data 
corresponding to the electric signal, to a serial port through a serial interface, in 
response to the mode selection signal (determines whether the moving image data 
for which fransmission has been requested is real-time moving image data or 
recorded moving image data; [0031] and S4 of Fig 3, Hata). 
Hata does not explicitly disclose setting the zoom lens to a wide-angle mode without 
requiring a user's additional command on the basis of a preset value; driving the zoom lens in 
the wide-angle made by adjusting a focal distance of the zoom lens; a confrol unit sets a 
position of the zoom lens included in the image pickup unit to a wide-angle mode on the 
basis of a preset value in response to an external confrol signal; and calculating a distance 
difference between the zoom lens and an object based on a preset distance. 

However BCindaichi does disclose the portable composite device setting the zoom lens to 
a wide-angle mode without requiring a user's additional command (automatically) on the 
basis of a preset value, if the present mode is in the web camera mode and the portable 
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composite device is connected to the personal computer (when the power switch is turned on, 
the control unit 2 moves the lens of a pickup optical system located at a retracted position, 
forward to a wide-angle position, and starts to supply power from the power source 7 to each 
unit of the electronic pickup camera) (col. 6, lines 1-18, Kindaichi). 

Yoneyama discloses the step of setting the zoom lens to the wide-angle mode comprises 
driving the zoom lens in the wide-angle mode by adjusting a focal distance of the zoom lens 
(col. 5, lines 60-67, Yoneyama). 

Yoshikawa discloses the control unit (CPU 6, Fig 1) sets a position of the zoom lens 
(initial setting, step 201, Fig 4) included in the image pickup unit to a wide-angle mode on 
the basis of a preset value (preset value "B") in response to an external control signal 
([0060], Yoshikawa). 

Yoshikawa ftirther discloses the step of setting the focal distance to the specified distance 
comprises calculating a distance difference between the zoom lens (zoom lens optical system 
9) and an object based on a preset value (preset value "B"), and compensating for the focal 
distance of the zoom lens according to the calculated distance difference (CPU 6 multipHes 
the preset value calculated in step 401 [0073]; and CPU 6 sets and holds the calculated preset 
value [0074], Yoshikawa). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the control 
unit as taught by Kindaichi into Noro's image sensing control apparatus, as the control unit 2 
is a programmed processing unit capable to determine that the pickup optical system has 
been instructed to zoom in or zoom out (col. 6, lines 34-38 and col. 7, lines 45-56, 
Kindaichi). 
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The suggestion/motivation of Yoneyama's lens setting method would have been to 
optimize the focal distance values, thereby satisfies the relationship in connection with the 
focal length of the entire lens system at wide-angle extremity (col. 5, lines 60-67, 
Yoneyama). 

And it would have been also obvious to a person of the ordinary skill in the art to 
combine Yoshikawa's control unit and focal distance calculation in Yoneyama, Kindaichi 
and Noro's method of setting the focal distance to the specified distance. As disclosed in 
Yoshikawa reference, the motivation for the combination would have been to generate a 
predetermined zoom driving velocity such as a maximum velocity and a preset zoom driving 
direction such as a wide-angle direction which is stored in the memory unit ([0060], 
Yoshikawa) and fiirther when the zoom switch is operated toward the telephoto direction 
during preset drive control operation the preset value can be changed to the high-velocity 
side by an amount proportional to the operation amount, thereby when the zoom switch is 
operated toward the wide-angle direction the preset value can be changed to the low- velocity 
side ([0075], Yoshikawa). 

Regarding claim 14, Hata discloses the switching unit (WWW server processing section 
21, Fig 2) outputs the digital data stored in the storage medium (storage section 22, Fig 2) to 
the serial port through the serial interface (IEEE 1394 interface 20, Fig 2) when the mode 
control signal is in a first logic level (recorded image read from DV cassette tape), and 
outputs the digital data corresponding to the electric signal to the serial port through the serial 
interface (IEEE 1394 interface 20) when the mode control signal is in a second logic level 
(real-time image from capture image) ( [0031], [0034] and Fig 3, Hata). 
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Regarding claim 15, Hata discloses the storage medium is a hard disc drive (hard disk 
102, Fig 8A) ([0051], Hata). 

11. Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hata in view 
of Kindaichi, Yoneyama, and Yoshikawa, and further in view of Takeuchi (US 

2003/0112342). 

Regarding claim 12, the limitations of claim 10 are taught above, Takeuchi discloses a 
control unit (AWB calculating device 220, Fig 1) makes the digital data corresponding to the 
electric signal have a preset color temperature value (reference preset white balance control 
values) in response to the external control signal (adjustment calculating device 241(1) to 
241(N)) ([0080]-[0081], and Fig 2A, Takeuchi). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the control 
unit as taught by Takeuchi into Hata, Kindaichi, Yoneyama, and Yoshikawa' s image sensing 
control apparatus, as the suggestion/motivation would have been to enable the calculation of 
a plurality of control values used for white balance control processing, thereby to control 
values for color components corresponding to color temperature ([0080], Takeuchi). 

Regarding claim 13, the limitations of claim 10 and 12 are taught above, and although the 
Takeuchi reference does not specifically that the color temperature value is at or about 4500 
degree K, Takeuchi does teach that an adjustment calculating devices (241(1)-241(N), Fig 
2A) calculate the WB control values (d213(l)-d213(N), Fig 2A) serving as white balance 
control values corresponding to the color temperatures of various light sources which 
irradiate an object to be picked up ([0092], Takeuchi). Because Takeuchi teaches an auto 
white balance control processing to adjust the optimal color temperature ([0080], [0092], 
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Takeuchi), it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to automatically adjusting the 
digital data corresponding to the electric signal have a preset color temperature value in 
response to the external control signal. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: Ishii et al. (US 6,268,966), Ito et al. (US 5,353,162), Tanaka et al. (US 
2003/0011680), Watanabe (US 2001/0020977), andMinefiiji (US 7,307,799). 

13. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the examiner 
should be directed to Kent Wang whose telephone number is 571-270-1703. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ngoc-Yen Vu can be reached on 571-272-7320. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-270-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://portal.uspto.gov/extemal/portal/pair. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free)? If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



KW 

14 March 2008 



/Ngoc-Yen T. VU/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



